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ing in the group and thus satisfy his strong desire for social
approval.
Sometimes stealing is an attempt to relieve tension in
other areas. Cases of stealing which were associated v;ith
sex experiences have been reported* Stealing may be an
attempt to show off or to win friendship by having some-
thing to give to others. A child who feels insecure in other
relations may find release in stealing.
Frequently the cause may be traced back a number of
years. Stealing may first have been tried as an experiment,
the theft remaining undetected. Nothing happened. No
dissatisfaction was attached to the act. It is, therefore, re-
peated. Real stealing of the most insignificant articles
should never be overlooked. To overlook is to encourage.
On the other hand, its importance should not be exaggerated.
Kleptomania — the desire to steal objects for no rational
end — is sometimes found among children. Children with
this obsession may steal objects of no value. One girl stole
the belts of other girls* suits. Twenty-three belts which
were of no possible use to her were found in her possession.
An important underlying cause of dishonesty which special
tests of honesty have detected is lack of inhibition. The
child who steals is frequently one who has never learned to
refrain from doing anything he desired to do,
Treatment of Stealing. — Obviously, the first step is to
find the specific causes. If the cause is an undeveloped sense
of ownership, the child can be led to put himself in the
others* place so that he may realize how he would feel to
have something he had made or bought with his own money
taken from him. By this means the attitude toward stealing
may be changed and sympathy for the person who has been
robbed, established. This method is educationally more
valuable at this age than the method of keeping everything
under lock and key.
The treatment of Peter10 illustrates a method of recogniz-
10 Helen T. Woolley, "Case Study No* II, Peter: The Beginnings of the
Juvenile Court Problem," The Pedagogical Seminary and Journal of Genetic
Psychology, XXXIII (March, 1926), 9-29. Quoted by permission.

